Book reviews
Progress in Transplantation, vol 1 P J Morris & N L Tilney (ed) pp 230 £32 ISBN 0-443-02980-6 Edinburgh: Churchill Livingstone 1984 This first volume in a series on progress in transplantation is a must for all surgeons working in transplant units. Many of the problems discussed have been extensively researched in Transplantation Proceedings over the years and this book is basically a distillation of this research. The chapter on cyclosporin therapy in perspective is a valuable summary of immunological effector mechanisms in graft destruction, and the sites of cyclosporin action are suggested. Marrow transplantation, which is often depicted in an unduly optimistic way, is placed more accurately in perspective by Dr Storb with the very large Seattle experience. Dr Carpenter's chapter on monoclonal antibodies in transplantation does point the way forward in a more specific manner, and shows that the possibility that specific unresponsiveness can be induced by elimination of activated clones is now approachable by the use of monoclonal antibodies. Cytomegalovirus infection has a balanced review with warnings that we should take more active notice of CMV infection and, obviously, specific immunization programmes against this must continue to be researched. The whole chapter on donor-specific transfusion, with its 258 references, is extremely difficult to read and tends to repeat what these authors have stated rather than drawing conclusions which we can all follow.
The other chapters are concisely written and well worth reading, and certainly this is a book which should be perused by all those involved in organ transplantation. There is a high standard in the illustrations and the charts and graphs can be clearly understood. Overall this is a notable achievement by the authors and reflects very tight editorial control. Its cost should not dissuade anyone from buying it. The author is dealing with a topic which interests many scientists and a wide general public, particularly since the fact that adrenaline influences behaviour has become common knowledge.
After two introductory chapters on the anatomy and the pharmacological manipulation of the catecholamine system, the effect of such manipulations forms the subject of several sections: the effect on self stimulation (in the rat); on motor activity (a puzzling topic since excess noradrenaline as well as inhibition of its synthesis appear to produce the same effects); on learning and its different components; and on vegetative functions. The last chapter surveys present knowledge about the role of abnormalities of catecholamines in disease, a subject which is still very much in its infancy.
The author is very careful in his distinction between facts and hypotheses, and supports every statement with references to its source. In a subject which lends itself easily to speculation, there is never any doubt about the factual basis of any conclusion reached. There are many helpful diagrams, mostly redrawn from the literature. The book is very clearly written and unusual in its extensive use of summaries of individual chapters which can be read and consulted independently. It deserves a large readership. The 33 contributors (22 from the UK) to this large book include members of many medical and surgical disciplines, basic scientists and paramedical experts. The 41 chapters are grouped in four parts dealing with the basic science, investigation, clinical conditions and treatment, and there is an excellent fifth part on the urinary tract in pregnancy which includes a section on pregnancy after renal transplantation. Editing has been good so that there is little repetition and each chapter has extensive and up to date references. The paper is of high quality with two columns of good clear print to the page. The chapters on detrusor instability, the bladder after radical surgery, congenital anomalies, infection, postmenopausal changes and urinary diversion are outstanding for their clarity and conciseness, and give some indication of the breadth and depth of coverage of the subject. It is a pity that the otherwise excellent chapter on applied pharmacology is written by an overseas author, resulting in some confusion over names of drugs. Some treatments such as that proposed for retention due to an incarcerated retroverted gravid
